
Community-Based Job Training Grants 
Oakland Community College 

  

 
Grantee:  Oakland Community College 
 
Industry Focus: Nanotechnology 
 
Key Partners:  Southeast Michigan WIRED Region (Detroit Regional Chamber); Southeast 
Michigan Workforce Agencies Coalition (6 Regional Development Workforce Boards); Oakland 
University; Wayne State University; eight community colleges in Southeast Michigan; Delphi 
Corporation; Ford Motor Company; RHK Technology; Oakland County Planning and Economic 
Development Services and Automation Alley; Michigan Manufacturing Technology Center – 
Manufacturing Extension Partnership; and Michigan Small Tech Association 
    
Grant Amount:  $1,960,497 
 
Leveraged Amount:  $400,000 
 
Location of Grant Activities:  Wayne, Oakland, Macomb, Washtenaw, St. Clair, Livingston, 
Monroe, Lenawee, Lapeer and Genesee counties, Michigan 
 
Challenge:  Nanotechnology is moving from research and development to commercial 
applications. Due to budgetary constraints on the development of new programs, no 
community college in the area has a dedicated nanotechnology program.  Capacity constraints 
at regional colleges include lack of a core curriculum, qualified faculty, labs, and equipment as 
well as a scarcity of academic partners and awareness about careers in nanotechnology.    
 
Addressing the Challenge: The Center of Expertise for Nanotechnology in Material Sciences 
will provide education and training for incumbent workers and new entrants.  Dislocated 
workers, low-income workers and welfare recipients will be targeted for training. Training will 
focus on providing a full spectrum of educational opportunities: specialized training courses for 
entrepreneurs, a Certificate of Achievement in Nanotechnology for workers in the automotive 
and supplier industries, a Nanotechnology Certificate Program for technicians in material 
science labs, and an Associate’s in Applied Science in Nanotechnology in Material Sciences.  
Articulation agreements with four-year institutions will allow those earning the AAS degree to 
continue on to a bachelor’s degree-granting program.  
 
Projected Outcomes:  

• 450 individuals will enroll in the training program, including 400 incumbent workers 
and 50 new entrants 

• 370 individuals will complete training activities 
• 296 individuals (80% of completers) will enter employment, with 90% of incumbent 

workers and 70% of new entrants being retained 
• New workers will earn $13 per hour, and incumbent workers will earn $20 per hour  
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